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see the sun glinting on the steep glaciers of Alexander I Land,
about eighty miles away. To their delight they saw that the
floes in the great bay below them were loosely packed, and so
the Penola would be able to advance. As they peered into the
thin mists of the distant horizon they were suddenly thrilled to
see a great chain of mountains some ninety miles ahead, which
appeared to connect Alexander I Land to the main continent.
But before they could make certain they had to circle round, as
the aeroplane's petrol supply was limited. Moreover, they had
reached the edge of the unbroken ice, and must look for a base,
since this was to be * journey's end ' for the ship.

A few days later the southern base was established beside a
crescent-shaped bay on a large island. The season was now well
advanced, and the Penola^ having landed the hut and pro-
visions, set off for the north. That same day was fine, and so a
fresh flight to the south was undertaken. This time it was made
abundantly clear that all the existing theories about Graham
Land were quite wrong. Although they had to limit the flight
to two hours, they discovered that Casey Channel, which was
supposed to cut Graham Land off from Antarctica, did not
exist. They also saw that the wide bay south of the base had
a great stretch of shelf-ice, and that the bay curved round to
meet a newly discovered chain of mountains. The only sign of a
break in the coastline was what appeared to be a narrow fiord
just ahead. They were unable to see how far this fiord ran but
they could see that it was bounded on the east side by sheer
precipices. Beyond this extraordinary cleft there were long
ranges of mountains, and they were puzzled as to where
Stefansson Strait could be. Had they but known it they were
looking at what was to prove the entry to the most astounding of
their discoveries.

Meanwhile Lincoln Ellsworth had made his famous flight
across Antarctica, and Rymill now received the news by wire-
less " Ellsworth confirms Stefansson Strait but says it is only
three miles wide." Thus the mystery remained complete. Was
Graham Land an island cut off from the mainland by a strait or
was it merely a long peninsula, as their own flight seemed to
indicate? Rymill decided to give up any idea of a long trip
across Graham Land and concentrate on solving this problem.